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Our meeting last month was a fact filled and busy event. The practical session proved very popular and I
certainly learnt a lot.
Unfortunately this month’s meeting with Professor John Brown has been cancelled. We are therefore meet
in our usual room, and Graham will be giving a lecture about his home observatory. As ever if you would
like to present something (astronomy related) to the rest of the society that interests you, please let Graham
or Roger know. We will be more than happy to give you the opportunity.
I would like to say thank you to the contributors to the newsletter this month, Paul and Allan. If you have
something to contribute, feel free to send it to stephanie@galacticpoint.com.
See you all on Monday! Stephanie

News
Venus will be at its brightest on the 10th
December. It’ll be visible in the evening
(shortly after sunset) in the southsouth-western sky.
The Geminid Meteor shower will
peak on 13th-14th December.
Do not miss this! In a good
year, there has been as
many as 80 meteors an hour.
The longest night, the
Winter Solstice, will take
place on the 21st December.
After that the nights start
getting shorter again…..better
get some observing done
quickly!
Some of our members have been
busy going out observing. If you want
to join them, please check our page on

Facebook, where you can also admire photos taken
during observing sessions. You can also talk
to Roger at our next meeting to get a
better idea of how, when and where
these sessions take place.
Universe Awareness (UNAWE)
is a programme endorsed by
UNESCO and the International
Astronomical Union (IAU) to
inspire children about the
cosmos. One of the resources
of UNAWE is Space Scoop,
where you can find a wide
array of short news articles
written for children. This is a
brilliant resource if you have
children or teach children, and
wish to show them the wonders of
the universe. Please go here:
http://unawe.org/kids/, and discover
this unique website.
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McIntyre Challenge - Winter
Welcome to the winter edition of the McIntyre Challenge.
Allan and I have pulled out all the stops this season to
bring you a real challenge to sink your teeth into. We
reckon this could be the best challenge so far! With a great
mix of amazing objects for you to try out your scopes on,
including galaxies, nebulae double and triple star systems,
and a mystery object! Oh and the Moon, yes I have had
my arm twisted to include a challenge object on our
nearest neighbour, and I must admit I am quite looking
forward to having a look for the Apollo 11 landing site. For
those of you who are still working your way through the
autumn list, don’t give up!! Most of the objects will be
visible well into Jan/Feb, so plenty of nights left to tick off
those tricky items. As usual, fill in your challenge sheets,
tell us where you viewed from, etc., and put any additional
information in the `notes` section. Once you’ve completed
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the challenge, hand in your challenge sheet to a committee
member, and you will receive a biscuit of quality and a
certificate. So head out there to do some stargazing- have
fun and enjoy yourself. Best of luck and clear skies to all!

Allan Mcintyre, Paul C

3

Where to Get Our Tubes Out Next
This is the question that Paul and I have been asking
ourselves again and again over the past year. We both
share a love of the great outdoors, and look forward to
experiencing dark skies in out-of-the-way places. Some
of our suggestions for observing locations though, would
come under the heading of adventure astronomy, but
that’s just us.
It was only after the high attendance of Paul and Stacey’s
Starfarm some months ago, that we realised we were not
the only members prepared to leave the comfort of their
back gardens in search of a decent sky. So we set
ourselves the task of finding a location for the society to
hold its own Starcamp early next year. As we are all new
to this, we felt we would be best to open it to members
only the first year (in case it’s rubbish), and if it works well
perhaps open it up to the public.
So, where to go? And this is where we should have
reigned ourselves in, but we didn’t! Instead we did what
we were always going to do, and started looking for the

darkest place that we could park a car and set up a scope
with the Galloway forest park being the obvious choice.
Although there were a few suitable sites round the area,
the fantastic skies were compromised by light pollution
from their close proximity to the main road or other local
lighting issues (see the trip to Barrhill holiday park last
newsletter).
Finally our over-enthusiasm for the perfect sky was reined
in by some advice from Graham who has been to a
few starcamps in the past. Some compromises were going
to have to be made, and they have been, and we think we
may have found a site that ticks all the boxes. ‘So where
is it?’ I hear you cry. Well I am not going to tell you yet,
you will have to come along to the meeting on Monday to
find out when Paul and I will give a very short talk on how
we made our choice.
See you Monday

Allan

Holiday e-Card Competition
For our creative members:
“The UK Space Agency will be sending
out a digital holiday card this December
and that card could be carrying your
design. Last year, primary schools from
around the UK provided a range of
impressive designs, but this year it’s
open to everyone!
The competition is open to anyone with
an interest in space and the winning
design will become the UK Space
Agency’s official Holiday e-card and will
also feature on the UK Space Agency
website. The closing date is the 9th of
December.
Put your design skills to the test by
submitting a card of any format - why not
brush up on your Photoshop knowledge
or design an animated masterpiece in
Flash? All entries are welcome. The design must have a like to add a greeting to the card, please use 'Seasons
space theme but can also incorporate a winter/seasonal Greetings'.
flavour.
The winner will also receive an Agency goody bag.
Dimensions: Our preferred dimensions would be anything
To enter your e-Card into the competition, please send it
greater than 800px x 600px (width, height).
to steven.watson@ukspaceagency.bis.gsi.gov.uk
Entries should be designed and submitted electronically.
Of course, with the UK Space Agency website containing Article from: http://bis.gov.uk/ukspaceagency/news-anda wealth of information about many exciting space missions events/2013/Nov/holiday-e-card-competition
with UK involvement, you may wish to include in your
design a picture relating to one of these missions. If you'd To your crayons!!!
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Programme of main speakers for 2013/2014 Club Meeting Nights
30th September

“The Scottish Dark Observatory”

28th October

Beginners Night

25th November

"Home Observatory”

16th December

Christmas Dinner

27th January

“Start Gazing”

24th February
24th March

Robert Ince

Graham Longbottom

Paul Cameron &
Allan McIntyre

“Scottish Astronomy: A Historical Perspective” John Pressly
"Nano-spaceships and Their Astronomical

Robin Sampson

Applications"
28th April

TBC

Dr. Giles Hammond

19th May

AGM and social evening

MAVEN is Away!
MAVEN (Mars Atmosphere and Volatile EvolutioN)
launched on top of the Atlas V rocket on the 18th
November. It was again a
successful and very nice take
off for this rocket, which was
also the one that sent Curiosity
on its way to Mars.
MAVEN’s mission is to ‘explore
the planet’s upper atmosphere,
ionosphere, and interactions
with the Sun and solar wind.
Scientists will use MAVEN data
to explore the loss of volatile
compounds—such as CO2,
N2, and H2O—from the
Martian atmosphere to space.
Understanding atmospheric
loss will give scientists insight
into the history of Mars
atmosphere and climate, liquid
water,
and
planetary
habitability.’ Not a small task.
In other words, it’s going to look
at the present and past of Mars’
atmosphere, and this, in turn,
might help us understand
Earth’s atmospheric future.
MAVEN’s solar arrays have
deployed successfully, and
communication
with
the
spacecraft is working as

6

expected. It is due to arrive at Mars on the 22nd
September 2014.
If like me you are a little bit geeky, and
interested in space exploration, you
may
have
entered
MAVEN’s
competition a few months ago. Even
though I didn’t win the competition, my
name is going to Mars with MAVEN
(see proof below). So it wasn’t without
a little bit of excitement that I watched
the launch on Monday.

NASA has regular launches, and
the next one with the Atlas V rocket will
be on 23rd January 2014. It really is
something else to watch these take off.

Stephanie Warren

