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Ayrshıre Astronomıcal Socıety 
Newsletter June 2015
Please send artıcles to newsletter@ayrastro.com

Loudoun Hall Feedback
Please contınue to let us know your thoughts, both posıtıve and negatıve, on the new venue. Any of the 
commıttee members can be approached at the meetıngs, or ȷust e-maıl. presıdent@ayrastro.com. 

Although I have heard a rumour that the venue may be changıng (watch thıs space).

Next Month Newsletter. 

Dear members,  Due to ongoıng famıly commıtments I have had lıttle tıme to do proper ȷustıce to the 
newsletter.   As from next month Juan wıll be takıng over the edıtors role.  Juan ıs a very enthusıastıc 
astronomer and has recently contrıbuted some ınterestıng artıcles  I hope we can support hım ın hıs new role 
by sendıng ın plenty of materıal to work wıth. 

If there are any newsletter artıcles please send them to the usual e-maıl :    newsletter@ayastro.com 

July Sky,

Planets Venus and Jupıter are both headıng eastward (up) along the eclıptıc, headıng toward the star Regulus.

 

Be sure to cırcle July 18, 2015 on your calendar, Venus wıll be almost ın conȷunctıon wıth Regulus, a bıt 
ahead of Jupıter ın the race to the brıghtest  star ın the constellatıon of Leo.      
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On July 18, the crescent moon, Venus and Jupıter wıll all fıt wıthın a cırcle less than four degrees ın dıameter. 
(Four degrees of sky approxımates two fınger-wıdths at an arms length.) Don’t mıss out on thıs tıght groupıng 
on July 18, featurıng the moon, Venus,  and Jupıter , (the brıghtest, second-brıghtest and thırd-brıghtest 
obȷects ın the nıght sky,respectıvely)

Up to July 6, 2015. Look for Mercury over the sunrıse poınt on the horızon as darkness fırst gıves way to 
dawn.  Bınoculars are recommended to enhance sky vıews. Mercury wıll stay ın the mornıng sky untıl July 23. 

Alex’s Space.  

How do we know what we know ?

How can astronomers tell how far away the stars are,  how much mass they contaın,  and so on? 

The answer has a lot to do wıth the equıpment that researchers use,  but ımportant clues also come 
from the way ın whıch many astronomıcal obȷects behave and ınteract.  One of the most basıc 
actıvıtıes used by astronomers ıs to watch an obȷect to see how ıts lıght levels change over tıme.  
Thıs scıence ıs known as PHOTOMETRY meanıng "measurıng lıght". For example,  thınk of an 
asteroıd rotatıng ın space,  asteroıds are ırregularly shaped lumps of metal or rock smaller than a 
planet.  An asteroıd shaped lıke a spındle wıll look brıghter seen from the sıde,  than seen end on,  
so merely by studyıng how the lıght from the asteroıd changes over tıme astronomers can tell how 
fast ıt rotates and form some ıdea of ıts shape. 

Now ımagıne a star that shows very slıght changes ın brıghtness over a perıod,  thıs could be a sıgn 
that planets are orbıtıng the star, because the lıght ıntensıty of the star would dıp very slıghtly as the 
planets pass ın front of the star. 

Some stars have spots on theır surface,  as the star spıns, ıt's brıghtness would vary dependıng on 
how many darker spotty regıons are ın vıew at any gıven moment.  These very small changes ın 
lıght levels can now be detected and measured. 

As useful as ıt ıs PHOTOMETRY has ıts lımıts,  a far more powerful technıque ıs   
SPECTROSCOPY ----- But I would say that----- Wouldn't I !!!

In spectroscopy lıght from an obȷect ıs passed through a serıes of slıts called a GRATING or through 
an angled pıece of glass called a PRISM.   Thıs actıon 'splıts' the lıght ınto a spectrum - a band of 
colours rangıng from red at one end to ındıgo at the other end.
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Photo of prısm spectrum                           Photo of emıssıon and absorptıon lınes

 Thıs spectrum can also have very fıne brıght vertıcal lınes called EMISSION lınes or dark vertıcal 
lınes called ABSORPTION lınes.  

Lıght from a hot dense gas or hot dense obȷect wıll produce a spectrum wıth no lınes,  lıght from the 
same obȷect wıll produce emıssıon lınes on the spectrum ıf ıt passes through hot fıne gas and wıll 
produce dark lınes ıf the gas ıs cold,  but the posıtıon of the lınes on the spectrum wıll be ıdentıcal.  

Another feature of these lınes ıs that they can reveal how fast obȷects are movıng and whıch 
dırectıon they are headıng.   Thıs ıs called the DOPPLER effect,  named after Chrıstıan Doppler.

More about thıs ın the next Newsletter. 
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Dalyrmple Prımary School

On the fırst of June Graham, Alex, John and Juan gave a day long presentatıon to the pupıls at Dayrmple 
Prımary school as part of theır scıence and engıneerıng week. The presentatıon comprısed of a short talk on 
“Begınnıng Astronomy”, whıch went down well and raısed lots of ınterest although, after fıve delıverıes, 
Graham’s voıce was on the way out! Amongst other thıngs, we took the club EQ6 mount and the club 
Newtonıan whıch were lınked up to Stellarıum to allow the pupıls to drıve the scope ın real tıme vıa a laptop.

 Alex took along hıs array of spectroscopes and although, we had solar scopes, the sun stayed well hıdden. 
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John took hıs scope along and Juan had a number of books. We also had the dısplay stands. 

Engagement wıth the pupıls was excellent and we had about fıve classes through durıng the day wıth lots of 
questıons and fun wıth the “hands on scopes” parts. It must have been enȷoyable as some pupıls ıgnored the 
3:30 fınıshıng bell and stayed on for a whıle lookıng at the scopes and askıng questıons – thıs was quıte 
unusual by all accounts! We later heard from the school that they were well pleased wıth our ınput and that, as 
a result of our presentatıon, a number of pupıls had asked to study “the Sky and Solar System” for theır next 
topıc. Maybe we have set some future astronomers and scıentısts on theır career paths? 

The teachers took a number of photographs of the sessıons and we are hopıng to receıve a selectıon for the 
websıte.

Obıtuary

Carol Wrıght

It ıs wıth great regret thıs month that we must announce the death of our member, Carol Wrıght. 

Carol passed away on the mornıng of Thursday 28th of May after a short ıllness. 

The funeral was held at St Margaret’s cathedral ın Ayr at 11am on Frıday 5th of June wıth burıal at Ayr 
cemetery. It was attended on behalf of the Socıety by Graham Longbottom and Nıck Martın. 

Carol a wıll be mıssed at our meetıngs at whıch he was a keen and regular attender.


